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“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we have observed his star at its rising …”
Magi from the East

“Wise men still seek him.” Bumper sticker
“First of all, seek the reign of God.” Jesus

S

eekers! What do they know about
anything? Can’t be much or they would have
stopped the searching and announced their
findings. If they have not yet found anything
of note, would it not prove more prudent to
call off the search?
But isn’t that where we all begin? Seeking,
observing, with an eye towards discovery?
It is essential to our nature, to our spiritual
survival to investigate a mystery. I suppose
the search for anything worth knowing
begins either with a hopeful sign that hints
at the possibility of an answer or else it may
also occur with the appearance of a new
insight.
The investigation into how God’s ways
are not our ways begins with a sign. Clearly,
when God really wants to get things done,
His first choice is a child, born and nurtured
without fanfare and fully vulnerable. In time,
God sends “star-gazers,” the kind willing
enough to make a grand pilgrimage among
the desert stars for one particular luminary.
The Magi of old came to Jerusalem believing
that such a star could give us cosmic hints

and insights. They had observed its rising
from afar, the sign of an infant ruler.
As for your and my seeking in this peculiar time? Perception, learning and meaning
are the companions that accompany all
humans seeking enlightenment. Do we still
need to ask the questions of old? Have we
given up the big search? Are our eyes filled
with sleep? Can we still see his star in its
rising?
He is the Way. Follow Him through the
Land of Unlikeness; You will see rare beasts
and have unique adventures.
He is the Truth. Seek Him in the Kingdom
of Anxiety; You will come to a great city that
has expected your return for years.
He is the Life. Seek Him in the World of
the Flesh; And at your marriage all its occasions shall dance for joy.
— W. H. Auden
Your family member in the fellowship of
Jesus,
Pastor Lee
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Clara Koskella, Anders Olsen, Jane Albers, Rita
Pierce, Nancy Volk, Mavis Vanselow, Missy
Marvin, Kolton Oullette, Winda Collins, Austin
Ginter, Jim Lentz, Mattie, Roland Kortbein, Jr.,
Cory Schjoth, Tuscon Olson, Kay & Gary Petts,
the family of Orville Lee, Greg Cook, Mary Reigle,
Samuel Dewing, the family of Russ Tiedemann,
Jason VanDenLangenberg, the family of Darlene
Twardowski, Glenn Ness, Chris Olsen, Jim &
Vivian Mathe, Joan Winkelman, Roy Rassmusson
Nu-Roc Residents: Jeanne Haskins,
Phyllis Quinn, Carol Lamers

COMMUNION DATES

Serving in the Military: Michael Schmitt,
Eric Peterson, Doug Smith, Scott Swann,
Nick Swanda, Zack Ashbeck, Dakota Reynolds,
Nicholas Pichotta, Clark Spaniol, Troy Graham,
Mitchel Albert, Zach Derfus, Jerry Jeppson,
Beau Gagnon, Ben Baker, Jesse Cotherman
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Federal Privacy Regulations,
we encourage you to seek an individual’s permission before
submitting their name to our printed prayer list. *If you would
like to add a family member serving in the military to the
prayer list, please fill out a prayer card and note “military”
and give it to the pastors or call the church office.

Parents of baptized children:
Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in
the significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning
of their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper,
recognizing that their understanding of participation will
vary according to their maturity.

Jan. 3 – Traditional
Feb. 7 – Traditional
Feb. 10 – Ash Wednesday – Intinction

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES
The following are birthdays
and anniversaries of our
members and friends. If your
birthday or anniversary has
never been listed and you
would like it to be, please
write it in on the Birthday
Calendar posted at your
church.

JANUARY
Sally Clark
Marcia Appel
Becky Jennings
Gary Shampo
Dale Keller
Lee Scheuerman
Linda Stearns
Scott Matt
Susie Godin
Clara Koskella
Tom Barborich
Ryan Kortbein
Meghan Keller
Dick Kendall
Audrey Peterson
Mary Retzlaff

1
1
2
4
7
7
8
9
10
11
12
15
16
17
17
18

Jean Weinert
Pastor Lee
Steve Ashbeck
Tim Friesen
Kayla Pyrus
Dennis Mannering
Joanne Sisler
Carol Kitchmaster
Linda Martin
Brian Piontek
Paul Kuske

19
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
27
27
30

FEBRUARY
Mike Mentz
Diane Spaude
Roger Flegal
John Klingensmith

1
4
4
5

Tyler Piontek
Kacy Piontek
Roland Kortbein, Jr.
Cliff Sisler
Barb Barborich
Elmer Earnest
Mavis Vanselow
Walker Jameson
Sarah Jennings
Fritsch’s Anniversary
Alison Shepard
Kassidy Ashbeck
Ryan Kitchmaster
Ray Appel
Brooks’ Anniversary

5
5
6
8
8
9
10
13
13
14
18
23
23
24
26

EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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EVENTS
JOINT SERVICE AND ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Ordination and Installation of Elders
and Deacons
Sunday, Jan. 24, 2016
10:30 a.m., Wabeno

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WOMEN’S WILD WINTER
WEEKENDS will be held at Moon
Beach on beautiful Moon Lake between St. Germain and Eagle River
on Feb. 19-21 and Feb. 26-28, 2016.
We’re prepared to give you a weekend
you won’t forget! You’ll be enriched,
enlightened and uplifted. Your stay
will include singing, fellowship, crafts,
group activities, quiet time, worship
and motivational sessions. These are
active weekends, but there are also
puzzles, games and books available
for personal quiet time. Mealtimes are
always special events with scrumptious
menus planned especially for our group.
Register soon as these two events fill up
quickly:
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The Northwoods Cluster Group of Presbyterian Churches*
invite you to join us for a

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
WHEN: Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016
9:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. (gathering
time and continental breakfast at 9:15
a.m.). Lunch also served.
LOCATION: Athelstane Presbyterian Church
TOPICS: Reinventing the Church;
How the Lay Person Can Pastor; Updating your church music; Goal Setting
for your church in 2016; Breakout
sessions for Elders, Deacons, Clerks
and Treasurers

WHO: Pastors, Elders, Deacons,
Clerks, Treasurers and other Church
Leaders
COST: $15 per person (paid by
respective churches), which includes
food, door prizes, information packets,
fellowship, and new ideas!
Contact the church office at (715)
473-3603 to register for this event no
later than Jan. 14!

COME SHARE A DAY OF INFORMATION, INNOVATION AND INSPIRATION!

Moon Beach Camp
1487 Moon Beach Road
St. Germain WI 54558-9178
mbc@ucci.org
On-line registration:
www.ucci.org | (715) 479-8255
FAX 715-479-3826
For More Information:
Margaret Brubaker: (715) 687-4121
brubakeracres@frontier.com

One of 72 platters made up for the annual holiday
sale held at the Lakewood location on Nov.
28. The PW-sponsored sale raised $1,300 for
missions. No information available for the total
number of calories dispensed!

AWESOME CHRISTIAN YOUTH AT CHRISTMAS
In Matthew 25:36, Jesus reminds us
that we are to pay attention to those who
are in need in this world. There is no
better example of accomplishing this in
Forest Larger than the young people that
make up our Awesome Christian Youth.
The Awesome Christian Youth (ACY)
has been doing their own ministry to
the residents of Nu-Roc Nursing Home
in Blackwell. In November, they visited
one-on-one with residents and came away
with ideas for what they might want for
Christmas gifts. Interestingly enough,
several residents said that getting the
visit from the youth was enough for their
Christmas list! The ACY promoted these
Christmas wish lists through a giving tree
at all of our church worship locations
and through their efforts, 38 residents

received Christmas gifts! These were
distributed to residents on Dec. 16 when
a group, including ACY, went caroling at
Nu-Roc.
The ACY also gave FLPPC a gift this
Christmas season. They performed as the
Puppet Choir at the joint service held on
Dec. 20. The messages they gave were all
about the Christmas season.
We are blessed with the efforts of
Pastor Lee and Becky Jennings in leading
the ACY group. If you would like to be
part of this ministry either as a participating youth or as an adult leader, contact
the Pastor or his wife Becky.
Thanks be to God for the youth of
ACY at Forest Larger and those who offer
adult leadership for their group.

OUR COMMUNITY
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MISSION/EVANGELISM
UPDATE
By Mission/Evangelism

Joanne Gipp, Patty Earnest, Karen Prueter,
Linda Mentz and Suzanne Bell of the Forest Larger
Parish Presbyterian Church Mission/Evangelism
Committee delivered 50 shoeboxes to the drop
off site at Praise Chapel in Crandon. The boxes
were filled with gifts for children served around the
world by Samaritan’s Purse through their Operation Christmas Child program.

Linda Mentz, Joanne Gipp, Suzanne Bell, Patty
Earnest and Karen Prueter of the Forest Larger
Parish Presbyterian Church Mission/Evangelism
Committee delivered hams for the upcoming
holidays to the food pantries at St. John’s Food
Pantry, the NEWCAP Food Pantry (shown here),
and to the current residents of the New Hope
Homeless Shelter. Hand crafted hats were also
given to NEWCAP for distribution to their clients
as winter approaches!
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WHAT IS PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT?
Per capita is an amount of
money per member (this year,
$32) that our congregation pays
to our larger Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). This money is part of the
glue that holds Presbyterians together. It is the money that enables
us to work with other Presbyterian
churches in our presbytery and
across the country. It is also money
that allows us to work with other
churches to further the mission of
Jesus Christ around the world.
How important is per capita?
Here are some examples:
• Does our congregation want
to benefit from relationships and
cooperation with other Presbyterian churches across the country?
Your per capita pays for the General Assembly meeting every two
years where Presbyterians gather
together to worship and discern
the mind of Christ for the church.
• Does our congregation want
to be involved in mission work
throughout the world, sharing the
gospel in all parts of the earth?
In many places in our world, it is
difficult to “do mission” except by
working ecumenically with other
churches. Your per capita helps to
pay for meetings of Presbyterians
with people of other Christian
churches, allowing us to maintain
those ties for mission.
• Do we want to benefit from
helpful Presbyterian resources
such as the Book of Order and The
Book of Confessions? Your per
capita pays for producing these basic resources, including in Spanish,
Korean, and Braille.
• Do we want future generations to learn about our congregation’s present work (e.g., anniversary celebrations, membership
rolls, session actions)? Your per
capita helps to fund the Presbyterian Historical Society - preserving and sharing the Presbyterian
experience.

• Do we want pastors who are
well prepared to lead our congregations? Your per capita funds the
preparation, administration, and
grading of standard ordination examinations for seminary students.
• Do we want well-trained
leaders for our presbyteries and
more? Your per capita pays for
annual training events for presbytery executives, stated clerks, and
others who help lead our work and
mission.
In addition, your per capita
pays for the travel expenses of the
Moderator and Vice Moderator of
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as they
make their way across the church
to share with and listen to folks
like you about the exciting things
God is doing in our midst.
We do not believe in being lone
rangers in the PC(USA). We need
each other as we work together
to share the good news of Jesus
Christ. As we benefit from the
gifts, skills, vision, and ministry
of each other in this place, so, too,
do we benefit from an even wider
array of gifts and ministry of our
Presbyterian brothers and sisters
across the church. Your per capita
pays for the programs, training,
and resources that help us work
together and discern the mind of
Christ for the PC(USA).
Although FLPPC has been
paying the per capita for its
members, by contributing your
portion of per capita, you will free
up dollars in our regular budget
for the work of our congregation
in this community. If you haven’t
yet contributed, we hope you will
consider doing so.
If you choose to contribute
to our per capita fund, place
$32 in one of your offering
envelopes and mark it “per
capita”. Make checks payable to
FLPPC.

SESSION MINUTES
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016
>>>NOVEMBER 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a devotion
and prayer.
• Motion to approve the agenda. M/S/A
• Motion to give voice to all present. M/S/A
• Motion to approve the Clerk’s Report for October 2015 with one correction.
M/S/A
• Clerk Patty Earnest read a letter
received from Tina Flannery asking to be
considered for the position of treasurer of
our church. Motion to elect Tina Flannery
to the position of church treasurer. M/S/A
Motion to approve Mary Scheuerman as
back-up Treasurer. M/S/A
Copies of the Treasurer’s Report with
figures through October 2015, were distributed and discussed. An announcement
will be made at a church service asking our
various committee chairmen not to spend all
of their entire budgeted amount for 2015 if
they are able.
Motion to cancel our Yellow Pages listing, if we are able. M/S/A
Motion to invite all committee chairs to
a Session meeting in January or February
at which time their responsibility for their
budgets will be addressed. M/S/A
Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report.
M/S/A
• 2016 Budget: Copies of the proposed
2016 budget were distributed and discussed.
Questions regarding the 2015 Flea-zaar
profits distribution were discussed. A clarification from the Stewardship Committee
regarding this matter will be requested. Motion to adopt this proposed budget for 2016.
M/S/A (Budget info to be presented at annual
meeting to congregation).
• Motion to accept Pastor’s Report.
M/S/A Pastor’s Report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship:
• Copies of the Worship Committee’s
minutes of the 10/23/15 meeting were
discussed and Mary Ellen Keller pointed to
several items.
Personnel:
• Mary Scheuerman reported that
questionnaires regarding personnel were distributed and will be tallied and reported. She
explained how Presbytery sets guidelines for
personnel salaries/benefits. A one percent
increase will be paid to the pastor in 2016.
Stewardship:
• Copies of minutes of the Stewardship
and M/E October meetings were distributed
and reviewed.
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Buildings and Grounds:
• The following issues were discussed:
Lakewood needs a B/G chair. Ron Popp
volunteered. Lakewood needs a new clock
in the sanctuary. Mary Ellen will take care
of this. Wabeno is having trouble with their
monitor. John McCulloch will be contacted
regarding this.
Nominating Committee::
• Minutes of the 10/21/15 meeting were
distributed. Elders John McCulloch, Pam
Schroeder, Ron Popp, Deacons Linda Mentz,
Janet Sauer, Louie Spaude, Pam McCulloch,
Don Prueter will be completing their terms.
Pam Schroeder has agreed to serve another
term as Elder, and Louie Spaude has agreed
to serve another term as Deacon. Suzanne
Bell has agreed to serve a term as Elder.
NEW BUSINESS
• Presbytery has requested that FLPPC
host the 9/10/16 Presbytery meeting. Motion
to approve having the Presbytery meeting at
the Lakewood location on 9/10/16. M/S/A.
• Motion to elect Mary Ellen Keller
as our delegate at the 11/14/15 Presbytery
meeting. M/S/A.
• Larry reported on the poor condition
of the tents that are used for our Flea-zaar.
Al Schroeder will be asked to present ideas
and figures at the December session meeting
for a structure to address this need. Larry
also reported the Lakewood location may
need new cleaning personnel soon. Both of
these issues will be discussed next month.
• The meeting adjourned with prayer.
>>>DECEMBER 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a devotion
and prayer.
• Motion to approve the agenda. M/S/A
• Motion to give voice to all present.
M/S/A
• Motion to accept November 2015
Treasurer’s Report. M/S/A
Pastor’s Report:
• Copies of the 11/15 Pastor’s report
listing various meetings, services, ACY were
distributed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship:
• Copies of the minutes of the 11/16/15
Worship Committee minutes were distributed. Pam Schroeder highlighted several items
including our upcoming joint Christmas service in which the ACY will perform a puppet
program in lieu of the sermon.
Stewardship:
• Copies of the minutes of the 11/20/15

Stewardship Committee meeting were
distributed and discussed. Also distributed
were copies of the lists of people who are
willing to serve on all committees and other
activities, as reported on the 2015 Estimate
of Giving sheets. Pam also presented the
Narrative Budget leaflet that will be part of
the Annual Meeting.
Personnel:
A report of the results of a questionnaire
to Committee Chairs was distributed and
discussed. Also joint service issues were
discussed. A motion was made to allow the
Personnel Committee to send a letter to all
employees explaining that because of new
people taking over our Treasurer’s position
there will be some changes in our payroll
requirements. All custodians and snow removal/lawn care employees must turn in pay
sheets(cards) listing the date(s) they worked
and number of hours. In addition, because of
the need to tighten our budget, all custodians
are asked to limit their hours to two hours
per week. M/S/A Building use issues and
possible solutions were discussed.
Christian Ed:
• Pam Schroeder passed around a picture of the group attending the Presbyterian
Fall Youth Retreat at Pilgrim Center which
several of our youth attended and had a
great time.
• Pastor Lee reported on our upcoming
Leadership Training, Feb. 6, 2016, 9 a.m. at
Athelstane. Four churches will be involved.
NEW BUSINESS
• A check for $500 has been received
from the PW of the Lakewood location to be
put into our general account to help offset
our expenses.
• The Lakewood Deacons recommended
that seven members be removed from membership. Motion to remove Sherri Hauch
from membership. M/S/Defeated. No action
was taken on the remaining names.
• Lori explained an upgrade to her Xerox machine that is needed. M/S/A
• Energy Audit: Copies of the energy
audits that were done at all three locations
were distributed and Larry explained the
figures. He was told we would not be saving
any money in the short term. All agreed not
to take any action on this at this time.
• Mary Ellen Keller and Pastor Lee reported on the November Presbytery meeting
that they attended.
• Annual Meeting – Jan. 24, 2016
• The meeting adjourned with prayer.

