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PASTORAL
MEANDERINGS
by Pastor Lee

Have you noticed that
people can generally be divided
into two camps? There are
those who see meaning in the
hardships they encounter in
life. These people turn in hope to find
learning experiences which emerge
even when events of suffering and
disappointment happen. By contrast,
there are folk who feel perpetually
inhibited by the trials of life. While some
perennially take the lemons they are
handed and “make lemonade,” others
with puckered faces continually confess
that their lives are one big sour ordeal.
Psychologists have found one reason
we are the people we are. Besides
operating like a super computer our
brain is an amazing storage facility.
It is able to file, record and store
vast amounts of information. In the
course of our childhood and youth we
absorb the intentions and words that
persons communicate to us. If our
mental computer hears mostly negative
programming such as “why are you so
lazy?” or “you can’t do anything right” it
gets stored for future situations. Then as
adults when difficulties present us with
stress, the negative record begins playing
its mournful message. On the other
hand, if growing up we heard mostly
encouraging and strengthening voices
from family and friends, our computer
will give us positive thoughts with which
we can combat self-doubt.
Many psychologists today appreciate
a kind of therapy called “cognitivebehavioral.” One aspect of this theory
utilizes “self-talk.” In other words,
they are teaching individuals to

think realistically – to make hopeful
statements and to allow rational thinking
to replace the old ways of dumping only
negatives on themselves. The results are
quite helpful.
We shouldn’t be surprised to learn
that the Bible knew long ago what
psychology has recently rediscovered.
The writer of Psalm 42, for instance,
says to himself: “Why are you in despair,
O my soul? And why have you become
disturbed within me? Hope in God, for
I shall again praise Him, the help of my
countenance, and my God.” Self-talk is
nothing new but it is very Biblical.
The Rev. Martin Lloyd-Jones has said
that one of our greatest problems is that
we listen to ourselves rather than talk
to ourselves. When we are anxious we
need to stop and reason with God’s truth,
remembering God’s promises.
Our grandparents learned this most
powerful tool by memorizing verses of
scripture. By storing God’s truth in our
minds, it becomes a righteous defense
whenever we are assailed by false
accusation, a healing balm when we are
lonely or sick, and a vital boost when we
are down. Here is one verse which I say
to myself often and which has given me
great inner strength: “Praise the Lord for
He is good. His steadfast loves endures
forever.” The Scripture is full of these
radiant words and they are all waiting
for you to use — words of truth and
power. They are waiting for you in the
Bible.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Clara Koskella, Anders Olsen, Jane Albers,
Rita Pierce, Nancy Volk, Eileen Pasley, Elaine
Hackbarth, Cannon Henry Tarman, Mavis
Vanselow, Roy Moore, Franny Sturzl, Missy
Marvin, Kolton Ouellette, Tristan McKutcheon,
Russ Collins Jr., Kathy Marvin, Addy, Clarice
Ritchie, Terry Feezor, Winda Collins, Austin
Ginter, Carole Bergner, Jim Lentz, Mattie, Roland
Kortbein, Jr., Gary & Susie Mercil, the family of
Diana Reed, Tom Graham, Kevin Swanson,
Patty Connors, Gene Flegal, Jim Lentz
Nu-Roc Residents: Jeanne Haskins, Phyllis
Quinn, Shirley Truttman

Serving in the Military: Michael Schmitt,
Eric Peterson, Doug Smith, Scott Swann,
Nick Swanda, Zack Ashbeck, Dakota Reynolds,
Nicholas Pichotta, Clark Spaniol, Troy Graham,
Mitchel Albert, Zach Derfus, Jerry Jeppson,
Beau Gagnon, Ben Baker, Jesse Cotherman
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Federal Privacy Regulations, we
encourage you to seek an individual’s permission before submitting their name to our printed prayer list. *If you would like to
add a family member serving in the military to the prayer list,
please fill out a prayer card and note “military”
and give it to the pastors or call the church office.

COMMUNION DATES
March 1 — Traditional
March 29 — Palm Sunday, Intinction
April 2 — Maundy Thursday, Intinction
April 5 — Easter Sunday, Intinction

Parents of baptized children:
Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning of their response are
invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that their understanding
of participation will vary according to their maturity.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

The following are
birthdays and
anniversaries of our
members and friends.
If your birthday or
anniversary has never
been listed and you
would like it to be,
please write it in on
the Birthday Calendar
posted at your church.

MARCH
Jenny Spaude
Beatrice Flegal
Evan Bath
Jack Neddo
Lonnie Roy
Dieck Johnson Jr.
John Gregg
Nicholas Pichotta
Louis Bath
Brandon Jameson
Mike Kresse
Donald Kempf
Gwen Fritsch
Joyce Warnacut
Edith Kloet
Mathe Anniversary

1
2
2
7
11
13
15
16
17
18
19
22
25
26
28
29

Keith Fryar
Bill Dersnah
Kelly Connors

30
30
31

APRIL
Roger Bell
1
Johnathon Calhoun 3
Gary Mercil
4
Susie Mercil
4
Joe Warnacut
4
Terry Jameson
4
Cindy Hart
5
Ron Popp
5
Tom Moore
7
Hartman’s Anniv.
7
Harold Hendrikse
9
James Lentz
10

Sylvia Markusen
Lonnie Bodoh
Sue Market
Beth Calhoun
Shirley Rohe
Betty Retzlaff
Jackie Calhoun
Michelle Boor
Joey Peterson
Erica Keller
Christopher Kresse
Samuel Jennings
Larry Market
Jason Peterson
McCulloch Anniv.
Hart’s Anniv.

12
13
14
14
16
16
20
21
22
24
26
26
28
29
30
30

EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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EVENTS
WEDNESDAY LENTEN
SUPPER AND SERVICE
SCHEDULE:
Supper is at 5:30 p.m. and
worship is at 6:30 p.m.
• Feb. 18 – Ash Wednesday –
Worship Committee serves –
No worship leaders needed
• Feb. 25 – ACY serves –
Lakewood leads worship
• March 4 – Laona serves –
Wabeno leads worship
• March 11 – Wabeno serves –
Laona leads worship
• March 18 – Lakewood serves –
Wabeno leads worship
• March 25 – ACY Pancake
Supper fundraiser – Lakewood
leads worship
WORLD PRAYER DAY
Friday, March 6
Mission/Evangelism is sponsoring
a sign-up sheet so that we at Forest Larger Parish will be praying
continuously (around the clock)
from 12:01 a.m. until 11:59 p.m. on
March 7. Look for the sign-up sheet
in your church with times blocked
off for each congregation to choose
from. Sign-up for a half-hour when
you agree to pray for our world, our
country, the church, or whatever
else is on your heart. (At last, you
will have something useful to do
with those times you lay awake in
bed in the middle of the night!)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
KEEP THE TOE BOOTS
COMING! Mission/Evangelism
has delivered a LOT of them to area
hospitals and clinics already and
the response is overwhelmingly
positive. Yarn and patterns are still
available at all church locations
AND Joan Hansen has agreed to
run a brief to teach those of us
unskilled in needle how to knit or
crochet. Look for more details when
Joan get back from down south in
mid-March!
HELP IS NEEDED WITH
NU-ROC AND ASSISTED
LIVING SERVICES
Each month, Pastor Lee holds a
worship service at Nu-Roc Community Healthcare and Lakewood
Assisted Living. The Assisted
Living Service is always on the
second Tuesday of the month at
2 p.m., and the Nu-Roc Service is
always on the fourth Tuesday of
the month at 2 p.m.. The services
generally last less than 45 minutes.
We have just a few people who
regularly volunteer to help with
this service and would like to see
more. There’s really not much
to do, but it’s great having extra
voices to help with the singing and
the residents of both facilities love
to see you there. Please consider
helping with these services. No
need to call ahead. Just show up
before 2 p.m. on the appropriate
days in the appropriate places and
join us in worship!
WHEN YOU ARE A GREETER/
USHER FOR CHURCH, please
check the schedule and make a
point of reminding whoever is
greeting/”ush-ing” the following
Sunday. Most of us need a reminder
to get there a little early!

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP
March 29
Joint Confirmation Service
10:30 a.m., Wabeno
MAUNDY THURSDAY
WORSHIP
April 2
6:30 p.m., Lakewood
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
April 3, 1 p.m., Laona
EASTER SUNDAY
WORSHIP
April 5
Lakewood: 8 a.m.
Wabeno: 10 a.m.
Laona: 11:30 a.m.

We are still hoping to connect with those
in the military for whom we are praying.
PLEASE let Lori Brooks know of detailed
name and address and connection to our
church so that we can contact these folks
and let them know that they have our
support as well as our prayers.
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THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL
WOMEN’S WILD WINTER
WEEKENDS
FEB. 27 – MARCH 1, 2015
AND MARCH 6 - 8, 2015
Moon Beach will hold two winter
women’s retreats, each offering an
assortment of activities to please you.
Register soon because this popular
event fills quickly.
We’re prepared to give you a
weekend you won’t forget! You’ll
be enriched, enlightened and uplifted. Your stay will include: singing,
fellowship, crafts, group activities,
quiet time, worship and motivational
sessions. These are active weekends,
but there are also puzzles, games and
books available for personal quiet
time. Mealtimes are always special
events with scrumptious menus
planned especially for our group.
Our Comfort Corner will pamper
you as you deserve to be. In addition,
short sessions of meditation will help
you feel the burdens of the every-day
world slip away. Our ever popular Silent Auction proceeds will go toward

a mission offering. The
camp gift
shop will
be stocked with items to purchase to
support the ministry at Moon Beach.
Registration begins at 3 p.m. on
Friday afternoon, and you’ll be heading for home by 11:30 a.m. on Sunday
after a scrumptious brunch.
Check with Moon Beach if you
would like to extend your stay. There
will be no planned program during
this extra time.
Special lodging, medical, & dietary
needs must be requested (or be made
known) at time of registration.
The cost of the event is $210. A
10 percent discount will be given for
UCC/Winnebago Presbytery members
at registration ($192). This includes
lodging, meals, snacks and programs.
Please enclose a deposit of $50 with

MISSION/EVANGELISM
COMMITTEE PURCHASE COATS

Some of of Mission/Evangelism Committee with
some of the coats they recently purchased on clearance
for needy kids. The $407 they spent at Kohls purchased
coats with a “sticker”price of nearly $2,500!

your registration.
More detailed information and
directions to Moon Beach will be sent
to all registrants prior to the weekend. All outside activities are weather
dependent.
For more information,
call Maggie Brubaker at
(715) 687-4121, or email her
brubakeracres@frontier.com.
On-line registration:
www.ucci.org
715-479-8255
FAX 715-479-3826
Camp Info:
Moon Beach Camp
1487 Moon Beach Road
St. Germain WI 54558-9178

mbc@ucci.org

SESSION MINUTES
JANUARY 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a devotion and prayer.
• Motion to approve the agenda. M/S/A
• Motion to give voice to all present. M/S/A
• Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report. M/S/A
• Motion to approve Clerk’s report. M/S/A
Pastors Report:
This report included visits to and funerals of Zetta Bangert and Logan Wamego, home visits to take Holy Communion
to Bev Scheuerman, Sylvia Markusen and Clara Koskela, and
many other meetings, worship services and other church
activities.
• Motion to approve Pastor’s report for December 2014.
M/S/A
Sound System:
Paul Kuske and Al Schroeder reported on the need for
improved sound systems in our three locations. Paul said the
Wabeno and Lakewood systems work, but not well or consistent. They will test the Lakewood system and move what

SESSION MINUTES
MARCH/APRIL 2015
they can up to Laona where this equipment should work just fine because of
the size and shape of the sanctuary. They
will report back by next meeting with a
recommendation on what new equipment
needs to be purchased for Lakewood and
Wabeno. It was suggested that we have
a fundraiser specifically for new sound
systems. It is hoped this can be completed
within the next two years.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship:
• Because of the loss of some Praise
Band members and not everyone being
able to attend every week, the band will
not play every week as planned, but rather
go back to the original schedule of rotating
3rd Sundays.
Stewardship:
• Pam Schroeder presented the budget
for 2015. Motion to accept this proposed
2015 budget. M/S/A
• The Stewardship committee will
start 2015 now, with YTD Inc/Exp figures
in the newsletter. Energy audits in each
building, VBS expenses, mission, and other
line items will be discussed.
• The Session members will begin to
each pay their per capita with an article in
the newsletter regarding this issue.
• It was agreed the Session members
will go back to bringing refreshments
themselves.
• A copy of a draft letter to members
who are leaving FLPPC was distributed
and discussed. Also, a letter to the members and friends of FLPPC thanking all
for attending our listening session was
distributed.
• A copy of the Stewardship letter
which will include the Est. of Giving card
was distributed and discussed.
• Motion to approve all three of these
letters. M/S/A
• Motion to accept all committee
reports. M/S/A
OLD BUSINESS
• Leadership training will be some
time in February. At this time, only Athelstane, Wausaukee and FLPPC will attend.
NEW BUSINESS
• Motion to elect Mary Ellen Keller to
be our delegate at the February 14, 2015
Presbytery Meeting in Shawano. M/S/A
• Membership: Motion to remove from
membership: Paul and Betsy Hansen, Dick
and Mary Kendall, Joe and Joyce Warnacut
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and Terry and Gwen Fritsch from membership. M/S/A
Motion to return to active membership
Joey and Jason Peterson. M/S/A
• General Mission Pledge: Motion to
send $2,500 for mission support with percentage formula as suggested. M/S/A
• Motion to approve January 18,
2015 as the date for our Annual Meeting.
M/S/A
• The meeting adjourned with prayer.
FEBRUARY 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a devotion
and prayer.
• Motion to approve the agenda with
additions. M/S/A
• Motion to give voice to all present.
M/S/A
• Clerk’s Report of 1/5/15. A correction to the Worship Committee report was
made, changing the Praise Band schedule
to read second and third Sundays instead
of every week as planned. Motion to accept
with correction. M/S/A
The Clerk read letters received from
Whitefoots and Appels giving their reasons
for not attending our worship services in
the future. All agreed it is important that
we all remain friends.
Pastors Report:
This report included attending committee meetings, church services, teaching
confirmation class, praise band practices,
baptizing Kaylie Derfus and Addy Walsh
at the Wabeno location, home communion
to Sylvia Markusen and meeting with Pam
Schroeder and Austin Ginter.
• Motion to approve Pastor’s report for
December 2014. M/S/A
• Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the
treasurer’s report were distributed and
discussed. Motion to move the budgeted
amount of $4,736 from the envelopes to
the line item for per capita. M/S/A
Mary Scheuerman reported on the
decrease in income from a year ago at this
time.
A Stewardship Committee has been
formed including Mike Mentz, Patty
Earnest, Suzanne Bell, Mary Scheuerman, Alison Shepard and Pam Schroeder
as Moderator. Cliff Haskins has agreed
to serve on the committee as well. This
committee has met, presented the budget
to the congregation and explained the need

for increased giving. They will keep the
congregation informed on the continuing
budget vs. actuals via newsletter and the
bulletin. A moment for mission will be
added once a month at each location.
It was agreed to leave the General
Mission pledge at $2,500. We will look
into having a missionary speak at one of
our services.
Motion to accept this report. M/S/A
ACY:
• ACY is requesting the Session to
designate all of the Lenten Service/Good
Friday collections for the ACY work trip
as well as the Win-Schumacher donation
for the work trip. Motion to approve these
requests. M/S/A
This year, there will be eight teens and
two adults on this work trip.
Worship:
• Minutes of the 1/12/15 meeting
were distributed. Included in this meeting
were updates on sound systems, contemporary services, Nu-Roc and Asst. Living
services, amended committee budget,
Lenten, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter services. The need
for Minute for Mission at our services was
discussed.
• M/E: Suzanne Bell and Paul Kuske
will be leading the Alpha Jail Ministry.
• Motion to accept all committee
reports. M/S/A
OLD BUSINESS
• Leadership Training will probably be
held in March and will just include FLPPC
and Athlestane and Wausaukee churches.
Lynn Wittman and Pastor Lee are working
on this program.
NEW BUSINESS
• Motion to elect Patty Earnest to the
position of Clerk for 2015 M/S/A
• Motion to elect Alison Shepard to
the position of Treasurer for 2015 M/S/A
• Motion to approve Kaeylee Derfus
and Addy Walsh for baptism M/S/A
• Motion to approve serving Holy
Communion on the 1st Sunday of each
month in 2015 M/S/A
• Motion to approve the following
groups for building use: AARP, Homemakers, McCaslin Lioness,
• WIC, WHS Sex Ethics Class, Peer
Mediation. M/S/A

