FOREST LARGER PARISH
P R E S BY TE R IAN C H U R C H

Lakewood

Wa b e n o

Laona

MAY/JUNE 2015

1

PASTORAL MEANDERINGS
C O N TA C T I N F O
OFFICE PHONE
(715) 473-3603
WEBSITE
www.forestlargerparish.com
EMAIL
forlarpar@centurylink.net

C H U R C H S TA F F
PASTOR
Rev. R. Lee Jennings, Jr.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lori Brooks
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM (ASP)
Cindy Hart, Pam Schroeder
AWESOME CHRISTIAN YOUTH
(ACY) — Deb Kempf
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Pamela Schroeder
CHURCH TREASURER
Alison Shepard
CLERK OF SESSION
Patty Earnest
NEWSLETTER LAYOUT
Krystal Statezny
PRESBYTERY LIAISON
Lin Wittmann
If you would like to submit
something for the website
or have a suggestion,
email Cheri Kuske at
scuba4us@gmail.com.
All submissions are subject to
Communications Committee
approval.

by Pastor Lee
“But when that which is perfect comes, then that which
is in part will be done away with.”
I Corinthians 13:10
“Perfect!” My
wife Becky and I had
just spent 10 minutes trying to get the
picture of a serene
mountain campsite
hung on the big white wall in our living
room. An odd rectangle frame contains the
smoky painting of a forest bordered by a
broad, tumbling stream. The gray waters
roll over rocks and along a pathway near a
row of shaded cabins. Children are wading
up to their knees. Yet, since we two affixed
it to the wall, we can never agree on the
painting’s evenness. What looks thoroughly
horizontal to me appears to Becky to have a
leftward lean.
I have always loved that campground
scene. I have often thought that I would like
to be standing there in the almost idyllic
setting, just wading in the waters. So, the
composition stands for whatever I feel is just
out of grasp, yet completely unattainable.
The object of my desire is best described as
perfection.
Jesus once admonished his disciples to
“Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Me, perfect? Jesus must have been on
too long a fast, dizzy from the desert heat.
St. Paul was once consumed, obsessed,
in a zealous sort of way, with perfection.
Paul is the patron saint of those who strive
for a perfect church. Yet he is clear on one
point. As much as he and Jesus wanted it for
themselves and for us, the “perfect” which
we seek has not yet come (See above scripture).
Of the little I remember from my high
school Geometry class, I do recall two tidbits
of trivia. One is that the shortest distance
between two points is a straight line. The
second is that there is no such thing on this
earth as a straight line. Just try to draw one.

Use a very good ruler, align the little rascal
perfectly, but then put it under a microscope
and you will quickly notice it is full of wiggles and squiggles; hardly perfection.
Could it be that God’s idea of perfection is different from yours and mine? Is it
possible that the perfection Jesus wants is
not about us keeping the law perfectly, or
keeping the picture perfectly level on the
living room wall? For God, is being “perfect”
something else entirely than we expect?
In my adult life I have experienced only
once what I call a perfect moment. It happened just following my father’s death in
1991. Our immediate family flew to Arkansas and I performed a brief service at a
family gravesite. Afterwards we all retired to
my cousins’ house. In their backyard stood
an old stately ash with the greenest of leaves.
Tied on one end to the ash and by the other
end to another tree, was a wide hammock. I
lay down comfortably in the swinging cloth
and began to relax. Becky and my favorite
cousin began to push the hammock to and
fro. As I rocked in the warm summer air,
sunlight trickled down through the leaves
above to anoint my body. I experienced a
sensation like that when an infant knows it
is safe in its parent’s embrace. That moment
for me was perfection.
It is perfection I cannot perform or
repeat. It may have been a foretaste of God’s
“Perfect” which is yet to come. Just as Paul
learned he could not contrive a perfect
religious attitude, the only perfection we will
ever know in this life is the gracious love of
God. All else is mere facade. Our painting
still hangs slightly off center on the wall in
our house, but I still love it! We are not yet
perfect and neither is the Church. And God
still loves us as we are, “perfectly” who God
made us to be.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Clara Koskella, Anders Olsen, Jane Albers,
Rita Pierce, Nancy Volk, Eileen Pasley, Elaine
Hackbarth, Cannon Henry Tarman, Mavis
Vanselow, Roy Moore, Franny Sturzl, Missy
Marvin, Kolton Ouellette, Tristan McKutcheon,
Russ Collins Jr., Kathy Marvin, Clarice Ritchie,
Terry Feezor, Winda Collins, Austin Ginter, Carole
Bergner, Jim Lentz, Mattie, Roland Kortbein,
Jr., Gary & Susie Mercil, Tom Graham, Kevin
Swanson, Patty Connors, Gene Flegal, Jim Lentz,
Scott Dallmen, Carey Ginter, the family of Adam
Roberts, the family of Bev Hoffmann

Serving in the Military: Michael Schmitt,

Eric Peterson, Doug Smith, Scott Swann,
Nick Swanda, Zack Ashbeck, Dakota Reynolds,
Nicholas Pichotta, Clark Spaniol, Troy Graham,
Mitchel Albert, Zach Derfus, Jerry Jeppson,
Beau Gagnon, Ben Baker, Jesse Cotherman
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Federal Privacy Regulations,
we encourage you to seek an individual’s permission before
submitting their name to our printed prayer list. *If you would
like to add a family member serving in the military to the
prayer list, please fill out a prayer card and note “military”
and give it to the pastors or call the church office.

Nu-Roc Residents: Jeanne Haskins, Phyllis Quinn,

Shirley Truttman

COMMUNION DATES
May 3 – traditional
May 24 – intinction (Joint 10:30 Pentecost/
Confirmation Service in Lakewood – Potluck
following)
June 7 – traditional

Parents of baptized children:
Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in
the significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning
of their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper,
recognizing that their understanding of participation will
vary according to their maturity.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

The following are
birthdays and
anniversaries of our
members and friends.
If your birthday or
anniversary has never
been listed and you
would like it to be,
please write it in on
the Birthday Calendar
posted at your church.

MAY
Pete Weinert
Don Lewis
Paal Hansen
Patricia Rasmussen
Holly Spaude
Allen Schroeder
Kempf’s Anniv.
Debbie Klingensmith
Michael Johnvin, Jr.
Patty Earnest
Kari Calhoun
Conner Harris
Wayne Lafferty
Ellie Donaldson
Flegal Anniv.
Zech Bethke

1
1
2
4
6
7
10
12
13
17
20
20
23
26
27
29

Linda Hartman
Karen Prueter
Matilda Statezny

29
30
30

JUNE
Liz Whitefoot
Barbara Hesselink
Phyllis Quinn
Caleb Maurer
Linda Kortbein
Andy Brooks
Ted Albert
Kiersten Piontek
Jane Albers
Market Anniv.
Roy Rassmusson
David Fritsch

2
5
8
9
11
11
11
12
13
14
14
17

Robert Pirus
Kodie Erickson
Curt Gipp
Frankie Derfus
Shirley Connors
Lanny Lafferty
Earnest Anniv.
Jennings Anniv.
Lenny Roy
Fuller Anniv.
Hendrikse Anniv.
Tyler Beyers
Riley Hoffmann
Jacob Godin
Mentz’s Anniv.

17
17
18
20
24
24
24
25
26
28
28
29
29
30
30

EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAY/JUNE 2015

EVENTS
FLEA-ZAAR MEETING
Sunday, May 3, Wabeno
Following Wabeno service
(No Laona service)
AWESOME CHRISTIAN
YOUTH (ACY) BRAT FRY
Saturday, May 9
Lakewood Krist Food Mart
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
DATE CHANGE FOR MAY
Sunday, May 10
11:30 a.m., Laona
SPRING PW GATHERING
Monday, May 11, 5 p.m.
Lakewood Church
CHILI SUPPER FUNDRAISER
FOR LAONA SOUND SYSTEM
Tuesday, May 19, 5-7 p.m.
Laona Church
Suggested donation: $5/person
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JOINT PENTECOST/
CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Sunday, May 24
Lakewood – 10:30
Potluck following service
FLEA-ZAAR
July 17-18 — Lakewood

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Aug. 3-7, 2015
Lakewood Location
FLPPC invites families to 2015
Vacation Bible School
HOMETOWN NAZARETH:
WHERE JESUS WAS A KID
A summer family event called
Hometown Nazareth will be hosted at the Lakewood location of the
Forest Larger Parish Presbyterian
Church.

Families will step back in time
at Hometown Nazareth, exploring what it was like to live in
the town where Jesus grew up.
Kids and adults participate in a
memorable Bible – times marketplace, sing catchy songs, play
teamwork-building games, dig into
Bible – times snacks, visit Jesus’
mom, Mary, and collect Bible
Memory Makers to remind them
of God’s Word. Plus, everyone
learns to look for evidence of God
all around them through something called God Sightings.
Each day concludes at Celebration - a time of upbeat worship
that gets everyone involved. Kids
and adults at Hometown Nazareth
will join other VBS participants in
a hands-on mission project called
Operation Kid-to-Kid, in which
kid-friendly Bibles in the Thai
language will be sent to children in
Thailand.

2015 PENTECOST OFFERING

Donations for the Flea-Zaar

The Pentecost Offering will
be received by Forest Larger Parish Presbyterian Church on the
day of Pentecost (May 24, 2015).
The Pentecost Offering is traditionally received on the day of
Pentecost. However, you can help
sustain the important PC(USA)
ministries and programs that are
supported by the Pentecost Offering by making an online gift at any time throughout
the year.
The Pentecost Offering is unique in that congregations direct 40 percent of what they receive
for ministries which benefit children at risk. The
remaining 60 percent supports mission through
child advocacy (10 percent), youth ministry (25
percent), and Young Adult Volunteer opportunities
(25 percent).

The Flea-Zaar is coming to FLPPC July 17-18!
We need your donations: household items (that
have no disposal fees!), large items like boats, cars,
ATVs, mowers, snowblowers, etc., and we will be
having a special tent set up just for handcrafted
items made by YOU, the people of Forest Larger
Parish! We ask that you price your own items and
keep in mind that unsold items will go to 50 percent
off at noon on Saturday of the Flea-Zaar. If you
don’t want your items to be subject to that kind of
mark-down, you are welcome to pick up any unsold
items before noon on Saturday.
Our hope is to give everyone a chance to use
their gifts to make something to benefit the programs that FLP supports in our communities. Don’t
forget to mark your calendar with the dates of the
Flea-zaar, July 17-18!
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FLPPC COMMUNITY GARDEN
As the snow gives way to sunshine and warmer days, plans for
this year’s garden are also underway. We already have some seeds
and plants donated, but if you
would like to add anything, please
let Mary Ellen Keller know before
too long. In the past few years
we have been able to feed many
in the area through sharing the
bounty with the church members
and friends, and through the food
pantries. Please consider how you
can help this garden grow.

It’s that time of year again when the youth
mission team has been assembled, and is working toward fundraising. This year’s trip will be
from July 12-18, and the participants will be
going to Green Bay, Wis. This will be the tenth
year of the mission trip.
We are thrilled to have one adult and six
youth making the trip this year. Mary Ellen
Keller will be accompanying Ian McKenna, Kassidy Ashbeck, Kenzy Mischo, Sarah Jennings,
Maggie Chickey, and Devon Ewald, all active
members of the Awesome Presbyterian Youth
(ACY).
The team is looking forward to the week of
service, and have been busy raising the money
needed to fund the trip. You may have already
helped them if you came to the pancake supper,
contributed offering at the Lenten services,
bought fudge bunnies or purchased stock. They
will continue to sell stock, and are hosting a brat
fry in May. Watch forthem at the regular church
services! The team will also need your prayers
as they travel to and work in Green Bay. While
the week is geared toward helping others who
need home improvement work done, it is also
geared toward helping the participants celebrate
and deepen their faith. Your financial help and
prayers are greatly appreciated.

ACY

BRAT FRY &
BROWNIE SALE
Saturday, May 9
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Lakewood Krist Food Mart
Reminder to ACY parents: Please send a pan of brownies!

Copyright © 2014 by C. Jeff Woods
www.TheParishPaper.com

YOUTH MISSION TEAM 2015

We are in need of people to do
the following: roto-til the ground
in mid to late May, start seeds
indoors for those plants that need
it, donate seeds and/or plants,
help with planting near the end of
May, weed as needed throughout
the growing season, help with
the harvest when the time comes,
clean the produce and deliver it
to the food pantries in the area. If
you can help in any of these tasks,
please contact Mary Ellen Keller.
She can be reached at 715-2767516.
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of expenses of
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attending attending
commissioners
April: One Great Hour of Sharing –

provides disaster assistance, hunger relief
and educational support to those in need
May: Pentecost — supports youth and
youth ministries (40% stays local to help
children at risk)
October: Peace and Global Witness —
addresses systems of injustice (25 percent
stays local to promote peace)
December: Christmas Joy — provides
support for past, present and future leaders of the church

Per capita is part of
the glue
that holds
Presbyterians
together.
In essence, per capita is a
set amount of money
(apportionment) per
member that
congregations pay to the
larger Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Every
Presbyterian shares in the
benefit of the PC(USA)’s
system of government, so
every Presbyterian is
asked to share the
expenses associated with
coordinating and
performing the functions
of that system.
Why per capita?
Per capita exists as a way for
all Presbyterians to share
costs that belong to the
whole church, to give
meaning to the
interdependent nature
Presbyterian polity.

Per capita is part of the glue
that holds Presbyterians
together. It exists to allow the
whole church to share
equitably in those things that
make us Presbyterian:

• our theological identity
• our connectedness

• our system of mid
councils that allow elders
and ministers together to
discern the mind of
Christ

• our ecumenical
connections that make us
part of the church
universal
• our core structures that
keep us together as a
church

• our call to work for full
participation in decisionmaking

Per capita allows us to work
with other churches to
further the mission of Jesus
Christ around the world.
Exod. 30:11-16 – “…the rich shall
not give more, and the poor shall
not give less, than the half shekel
[for the sanctuary]….”
1 Cor. 12:7 – “To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.”

pcusa.org/percapita

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Office of the General Assembly
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202

SESSION MINUTES
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>>>March 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a
devotion and prayer.
• Motion to give voice to all
present. M/S/A
• Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report. M/S/A
• Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s
February report were distributed,
listing meetings, services, visits,
a non-member funeral and other
functions during the month.
• Motion to approve the
2/2/15 Clerk’s report. M/S/A
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Stewardship:
• Will meet March 7, at the
Wabeno location
Mission/Evangelism:
• Upcoming events include
shopping for coats for NEWCAP,
distributing toe boots, distributing hams, Alpha course at the
jail, World Day of Prayer, and a
donation to New Hope Shelter.
Christian Education:
• Pam Schroeder had materials for VBS on display.
NEW BUSINESS
Confirmation Class:
• Confirmation Class includes
three girls and two boys. These
students will be confirmed [on
Pentecost Sunday]. The Session
will meet with these confirmands
immediately before the service.
• Leadership Training will
be March 14 at the Lakewood
location. Several volunteered to
provide breakfast items.
Laona windows: The stained
glass windows from the Laona
building are still in the basement.
• Motion to have a committee
consisting of Katie Collins, Mike
Mentz, and one other Laona
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member set a fair price for these
(1/2) windows and announce
at the Laona service that these
stained glass windows are for
sale. M/S/A
Any windows that are left
can be offered to the other two
locations. This committee should
also offer suggestions as to where
these proceeds should go.
Presbytery Meeting: Mary
Ellen Keller reported on the
recent Presbytery Meeting she
and Pastor Lee attended. Proposed amendments to the PCUSA
constitution including the Belhar
confession was approved at this
meeting as well as a yes vote on
the same-sex marriage issue. She
also said the PW June gathering
will be in Minneapolis this year.
• The meeting adjourned with
prayer.
>>>April 2015
Regular Meeting - Wabeno
• The meeting opened with a
devotion and prayer.
• Motion to give voice to all
present. M/S/A
• Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s
March report were distributed,
listing each of the services he
conducted during this Easter Season: one funeral, and the confirmation classes are completed.
• Clerk’s Report: Minutes
from the March meeting will
need to be presented for approval
at the May meeting along with
the April minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship:
• Their report included sound
system updates, praise band and
a guitar led service in Lakewood

with Cheri and Paul Kuske.
Confirmation will be held at the
Pentecost Service in Lakewood.
Stewardship:
• Some committee members
will be attending a seminar entitled “Creating Congregational
Cultures of Generosity”.
Christian Education:
• Confirmation class has concluded, with a total of five youth.
• Deb Kempf has resigned
as leader of the ACY; Pastor Lee
will fill in for the next couple of
meetings.
• CE committee will be setting up future Adult Bible study
sessions.
OLD BUSINESS
• Mary briefed the session on
the progress she has made regarding the financial affairs of the
Forest Larger Parish Presbyterian
Church.
NEW BUSINESS
• FLPPC webpage information was presented by Pam,
Henry and Cheri regarding the
website current information and
changes that will be coming.
• Discussion regarding the
Deacon topic, and the Presbytery
ruling will be moved to the May
Meeting.
• A task force has been appointed to help the deacons get
organized: John McCulloch, Henry Severson, Mike Mentz, Ron
Popp and Pastor Lee. A meeting
has been set for April 13 at the
Wabeno Location.
• The meeting adjourned with
prayer.

